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News from your local Conservatives - November 2009 

Harriett Baldwin,  

Conservative  

Parliamentary Candidate 

for West Worcestershire 

and Eric Pickles MP  

fighting to protect our 

green fields 

The government  is planning to increase housing numbers in West Worcestershire from 24,500 to 

25,500! The Conservative controlled Malvern Hills District Council has requested an extension to the 

consultation period on the Regional Spatial (Housing) Strategy, which would now see 25,500 houses 

built across West Worcestershire, by up to 12 months. This will allow more time to complete the  

evidence based investigations needed to support the Joint  Strategy. 

 

Councillor David Hughes, Portfolio Holder for Planning at MHDC and Chairman of the Joint Advisory 

Panel charged with coordinating activities across MHDC, Wychavon and Worcester City said ñIt is  

essential that all implications and consequences of any Government imposed top down plan be properly 

evaluated if we are to avoid a complete long term planning disaster.   

 

It is clear that with the difficulties and implications of such a long term plan (almost 20 years), we are given 

sufficient time to ensure that all aspects of any proposals are fully evaluated. It is unfortunate that we are not 

allowed a ñbottom upò approach to our long term planning by this Government, but we have no choice in 

the matter under Labourôs dictates.ò 

 

The extension would mean that by the time the Council has to decide on this issue there will have been a 

general election and hopefully a change in Government. 

 

Harriett Baldwin, the Conservative Parliamentary Candidate said, ñI am delighted that the three South 

Worcestershire Councils have agreed to ask for an extension, and deplore the governmentôs attempts to  

increase housing numbers. As we heard loud and clear from Conservative Party Chairman Eric Pickles and 

Shadow Housing Minister Grant Shapps, if we get a Conservative government elected we will immediately 

abolish these  top-down, Stalinist housing plans.ò 

Government plans increase in 

housing numbers! 
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Housing fight  

continues 

Harriett at Conference 

Harriett Baldwin, Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for West Worcestershire spoke out at this 

yearôs Conservative Party conference in Manchester on behalf of local small businesses. 

 

In the main debate on the economy, she asked the following 

question: "I was called yesterday by a small business in West 

Worcestershire. They are in the construction industry and have a 

full order book. Their bank is not prepared to give them credit to 

expand. Another small local start-up business cannot find a bank 

who will take them on. If elected, what would a Conservative 

government do on Day One to help small businesses get the 

banking services they need to help the economy grow out of the 

recession?" 

 

The answer given by Baroness Noakes, Shadow Treasury  

Minister, was that there would be a £50 billion national loan 

guarantee scheme to help small businesses get credit.  

 

To find out what else Harriett is campaigning for head over to 

http://www.harriettbaldwin.com or register on  

http://www.myconservatives.com and see what Harriett is up to  across West Worcestershire. 
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bronwen.behan@malvernhills.gov.uk Harriett Baldwin speaking out for West 

Worcestershire at the Conservative Party 

Conference 
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Are there any other issues you would like to raise with  
your Councillor?         Name__________________________ 
            
           Address________________________  
            
           _______________________________ 
            
How do you intend to vote in the next election?    _______________________________ 

  

 Ã Conservative Ã Labour Ã Liberal Democrat  Phone*_________________________  

 Ã Lib Dem or Conservative Ã Other ............................. 

           Email*__________________________ 
I am interested in helping my local Conservatives by...   

 Ã Joining   Ã Delivering a few leaflets    _______________________________ 

 Ã Displaying a poster Ã Registering to vote by post 

Please return to: WEST WORCESTERSHIRE CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION,  
FREEPOST NATW1204, MALVERN LINK, WR14 1BR  
 

 
*Data protection Act: The information you supply us will be treated with the strictest confidence in accordance with the Data  Protection Act. From 
time to time we may contact you with future details on Party Policy, special membersô offers etc. 
 
*By giving us your email/telephone number you are agreeing to receive communications from us in this way.  

Contact your local Conservatives 

 

Do you support Conservative policy to scrap the governmentôs plans to build 

25,500 houses across West Worcestershire? 
 

Ã Yes  Ã No  Ã Not sure 
 

Do you agree with the Council's decision not to introduce wheelie bins? 

 

Ã Yes  Ã No  Ã Not sure 

 

 

No wheelie bins: You 

spoke, we listened 

Fight to stop National 

Grid PRI Plans 

Having consulted local residents over  

proposed changes to how refuse is collected, 

the Malvern Hills District Council decided to 

stick firmly with the current refuse sack  

collection. This means, no wheelie bins! 

 

Cllr David Watkins said, ñFrom next April 

there will also be an increase in the range of 

items you can recycle, such as tetrapaks. April 

will also see the introduction of  red bags which 

will be collected weekly and will hold all  

recyclable items, rather than having to put  

different bags out on different weeks. Full  

information on the changes will be available in 

the New Year.ò 

 

The introduction of red bags means that there 

will be less waste that needs to go into black 

bags, reducing the amount of residual waste.  

 

Cllr Bronwen Behan said, ñI hope the introduction of red bin bags  

increases the amount local residents recycle, which should lead to a  

reduction in the amount of landfill tax the District Council has to pay.ò 

Cllr David Watkins, the 

Portfolio Holder for 

Waste promoting  

refuse sacks 

Sir Michael Spicer MP, West Worcestershire Conservative  

Parliamentary Candidate Harriett Baldwin, and your local  

District Councillor Bronwen Behan have all written to  

Tewkesbury Borough Council to object to National Grid's plans 

to build a Pressure Reduction Facility in the middle of open 

countryside on the Worcestershire/Gloucestershire border. Mark 

Harper MP for Forest of Dean has been leading the campaign 

and working closely with CAPRIðthe Campaign Against a  

Pressure Reduction Installation. 

 

This pressure group has been so successful that it was recently  

featured on the local news programme "Inside Out" as  "David versus 

Goliath" success story. 

  

No date has yet been set for the planning committee meeting but it is 

unlikely to be before the New Year.  However, National Grid have 

issued a compulsory purchase order for 16 acres of land to the east of 

Flat Farm. 

  

Cllr Bronwen Behan and Harriett Baldwin will continue to work 

closely with CAPRI and Mark Harper to help David beat Goliath 

once and for all. 

òMy work for Longdon Ward this year has 

been both interesting and challenging.  

 

As your ôChildren and Young Peoples 

Championõ for the Division, I enjoyed  

organising a visit from the Mobile Youth 

Unit to Pendock. This provided a base for 

youngsters to socialise and was  

enthusiastically welcomed by those who 

attended. Another visit is planned for next 

year and anyone interested in volunteering 

with organising this activity should please 

get in touch. 

 

You may have noticed a growing number 

of new road name signs around the Ward. 

These have been made from recycled  

plastics and should help with the problems 

associated with rural navigation. 

 

It has been encouraging to see several new 

businesses starting up in our area. I have 

done what I can to help their endeavours 

and smooth their introduction into the 

community. We need to give as much sup-

port as we can to all local businesses  

during these difficult times. 

 

I look forward to your continued support. 

please do not hesitate to contact me with 

any enquires or problems that may need 

my attention.ó 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Bronwen Behan  

Longdon Ward District Councillor 

A message 

from your 

Councillor 10 Second Survey 


